
What do you stand for? 
Some of you may not know that I was on the planning committee for this school.  You also may not 
know that I loved teaching high school.  I loved my school.  So, the obvious question to ask is “Why did 
you open the middle school?  Why did you move over here?” 

Whenever I am asked this question I start to think about my vision for this school, more specifically for 
this class, and most specifically: you.  And, that’s when I get very clear. 

I am here because you have a responsibility to discover what you are really good at in the next six years. 
Yes, I said six because I am thinking about you in high school too.  I am thinking beyond this year, these 
walls and all the stuff that you will encounter before you leave middle and high school.  Actually, I am 
even thinking beyond and into your big life. When I look forward, I want you to have explored, to have 
failed, to have innovated, created and honed the future version of yourself you hope to be.  I want you 
to remember that you are marker for change, the harbinger of what is the best in young people today.  
So, I ask you to live your best story, because that is what you are doing this very minute—writing the 
story of your life, your narrative and it should be a very good one.  It’s yours.  Take hold of it and make it 
great. 

And so, before you continue writing this story, you should think about what you stand for.  This is our 
starting point and our filter. . . so let’s do this.  Before we can decide on what WE will do. WE must ask 
ourselves what I will do first.  What do you want for yourself? What do you stand for? 

Then and only then can we begin to explore what WE stand for as a pack, as a school. 

What do you stand for and believe in?  What are the rules you live by?  Write it out.  Live by it and move 
forward.  We will post these on the walls of our classroom to remind you every day 

What your fearless leader believes in. . . 

To give your something to think about and something to work toward, here is what I stand for: 

 

What’s due: 

1. Top ten list of things you stand for.     
2. One statement that represents your personal mission in life. – Your mission should be what you 

aspire to be right now.  
3. A list or vision statement for you.  Remember that your vision should be where you are 

headed—big lofty goals for yourself.    

 

A draft of this is due on Thursday.  Woohoo!  



 

Chufo’s Top Eleven Rules to Live By 

I believe in . . .  

1. Family above all.  
2. Eat, sleep and take care of yourself so that you can do your best work.  Care for others but 

always care for yourself.  
3. One should expect change and be comfortable with it.   
4. Trying new things.  It is important to grow.  
5. Being the most devoted and passionate person in the room and surrounded by greater talent 

ALWAYS.   
6. Doing the right thing.  Always choose to do what you know to be right.  Step up and speak out 

when you see something that isn’t right.   
7. The little things adding up--- Be kind to a stranger, open a door for a colleague, loan a pencil, 

share your lunch.  Make someone’s day better.  
8. Failing forward.  It is important to try new things so make sure you do and learn from your 

mistakes.  You will make them and that’s part of evolving.  
9. Owning your mistakes and doing better next time.  Take control of your life now and you will be 

better off. 
10. Striving to find your flow and always follow your heart. 
11. Travel always. 

Mission:  To live a rich, colorful, big life surrounded by family, friends, love, and travel. 

Vision:  

1. To shift my career so I can inspire more students within my community. 
2. To explore my educational doctorate in school culture and community using technology. 
3. To bring entrepreneurship, comedy sports, coding classes to our campus. 
4. To travel, camp, and explore with my tribe.  
5. To support a school in Africa and travel there to meet the children. 

 

 

 


