
EXAMPLE: Quotation Analysis 7 to 1
“After a long time they’ll get mean.  They get wantin’ to fight all the time” (41).

1. Who is speaking and what is the situation?  Describe it in two sentences.   
2. What three things can you say about what this moment reveals?

(2- 3 sentences) Context: This is a scene from the bunkhouse when Slim and George are together on a break.  George 
confides in Slim about Lennie; he reveals his backstory as well as how important it is that the two of them stay together. 

George confides: 

(5 sentences) Analysis: What can you say about this quotation and this moment? What does this quotations show us? Is 
there language in this quotation that tells us something? 

1. Slim is struck by the fact that Lennie and George go around together.  
2. The Boss, Candy, Slim, Curley all note that it’s weird for Lennie and George to be together.  
3. George and Slim agree in this scene that if one travels alone, one becomes mean and aggressive.  
4. The loneliness makes people mean and not willing to “talk to nobody” as Slim states.
5. People are disconnected and lonely in the ranch.  There are no families and so Lennie & George have made a 

family of sorts. 



ASSIGNMENT: 7 to 1s - One way to analyze your evidence
When we annotate a text, we take notes and we look for significant moments in the chapter.  If you are annotating carefully, you might 
have noted the following quotations along the way.  The idea is to document SEVEN items for every quotation so that when you are 
done reading the novella, you have material to write an essay or response.  

Just like the sample from class, you shall create a 7 to 1 
● Who is speaking and what is the moment? (2 sentences)
● What five things can you say about each of the following quotations.  (5 sentences)

HW: Write the following 3 quotations on your paper.  Label each one with two sentences for context and FIVE sentences, analyzing the 
quotation. Ask yourself, “Why is this moment important?  What can we say about the language in the quotation? What can we say 

about what happens right after this moment? What does it tell us about the people involved? 
1. “Candy looked helplessly at him, for Slim’s opinions were law” (45).  

2. “During the conversation Carlson had refused to be drawn in.  He continued to look down at the old dog” (47). 

3. “She’s lookin for Curley, or she thought she lef’ somethin’ layin’ around and she’s lookin’ for it.  Seems like she can’t keep away 
from guys” (51). 



HW: Write the following quotation on your paper.  

Label the quotation with:
A. TWO sentences for context.  Who is speaking and 

to whom? What is going on in this scene?

 
B. FIVE sentences, analyzing the quotation. Ask 

yourself, “Why is this moment important?  What can 
we say about the language in the quotation? What can 
we say about what happens right after this moment? 

What does it tell us about the people involved? 

(Use the text to the right for context) 

1. “Candy looked helplessly at him, for Slim’s 
opinions were law” (45).  



HW: Write the following quotation on your paper.  

Label the quotation with:
A. TWO sentences for context.  Who is speaking 
and to whom? What is going on in this scene?

 
B. FIVE sentences, analyzing the quotation. Ask 
yourself, “Why is this moment important?  What 
can we say about the language in the quotation? 
What can we say about what happens right after 

this moment? What does it tell us about the people 
involved? 

(Use the text to the right for context) 

2. “During the conversation Carlson had refused to 
be drawn in.  He continued to look down at the old 
dog” (47). 



HW: Write the following quotation on your paper.  

Label the quotation with:
A. TWO sentences for context.  Who is speaking 
and to whom? What is going on in this scene?

 
B. FIVE sentences, analyzing the quotation. Ask 
yourself, “Why is this moment important?  What 
can we say about the language in the quotation? 
What can we say about what happens right after 

this moment? What does it tell us about the 
people involved? 

(Use the text to the right for context) 

3. “She’s lookin for Curley, or she thought she lef’ 
somethin’ layin’ around and she’s lookin’ for it.  
Seems like she can’t keep away from guys” (51). 



HW: Finish ALL THREE of your 7 to 1s
& study for your MIsused Words Quest (20 

min)


