
Analysis and discussion of the film, “How to Train Your Dragon” &  
the short story, “The Smallest Dragon Boy” by Anne McCaffrey 

 
Answer the following questions in your notebook.  Some relate to our text and some to the film.  I suggest you read this 
BEFORE you watch the film so you are prepared for the questions.  Yes, you should jot down notes while you watch the 
film. Yes, you might want to jot down dialogue too, because you are varsity!   

1. What are the three relationships that challenge Hiccup’s personal growth in the story? Why? Be sure to 
tell me why. 

2. At what point does Hiccup travel to the Underworld? How do you know?  What occurs there and why 
is it important to the story? 

3. How is Hiccup a Master of Two Worlds at the end of the story? Why two worlds? What transformation 
has occurred? 

4. Now let’s reflect on “The Smallest Dragon Boy.” Let’s look at Keevan’s family?  Who is present and who 
is not?  If any character is absent, what does this suggest?  

5. Draw the circle of the hero cycle in your notes and plot examples from the film and short story that 
suggest both characters fit within the hero cycle.  

6. Explore the father/son relationships in both stories a bit.  What does Stoik want for his son?  How do 
you know?  How is K’Last portrayed in “The Smallest Dragon Boy”?  What kind of father does he seem 
to be?  

7. How are Hiccup and Keevan alike?   
8. What relationships challenge Keevan’s  personal growth in the story?  What relationships challenge 

Hiccup’s growth? 
9. How is the dragon & dragon rider relationship described in our story?  How is the relationship 

portrayed differently in the film? 
10. Decide where the climax is in both stories--"The Smallest Dragon Boy" and "How to Train Your 

Dragon." Defend with details from the text.  
11. Do either dragon stories make use of symbolism?  If so, what?  Explain.   

 

 

 

 

 


