
 
Ms. Jeannie Chufo  
rooms:  English: b127 & ASB: Art room 

e-mail: jeannie.chufo@sduhsd.net                                               
website: www.chufo.org  
online grades: https://parent.sduhsd.net/ 
phone: 858.509.1000 x4613 
 

  

“Life is a series of collisions with the future.” – Jose Ortega y Gasset 
 
Dear Parents and students: 
  
Welcome to Honors English 7.  Jose Ortega y Gasset’s quotation speaks to the focus of our studies this year as 
we explore the seventh grade theme: A Quest for Identity.  Using a combination of short story, poetry, plays, 
novels, essays and nonfiction works, we shall examine the character’s “collisions” in search for his/her 
identity. Through this year, my hope is to give you the tools to be an organized, creative, resilient, and 
reflective learner.  
 
Along with our analysis of literature and the self, we will delve into grammar, parts of speech, journaling, 
essay-writing and note-taking. This class is designed to help you with many organizational strategies not only 
for your academic career but also for life. You may be overwhelmed at first as we move through several topics 
during each class. Feel confident that in time you will acclimate. Keep in mind, daily planners (low or high tech) 
can be a life-saver as we move from topic to topic and you move from class to class. Also, your homework will 
be posted online for your convenience; my website or the online class is a great place to check that you are 
“up to speed” on class assignments.  
 
As you read the following course expectations, remember that I am committed to your success.  If you have 
any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask.  From home, you may find it helpful to reach me via e-mail.  When 
you do e-mail me, don’t forget to sign your name.  It’s hard to tell who needs help if his/her e-mail is 
something like crazymegamind@gmail.com. ; )  
 
Please take a moment to review the following before we begin the year.  

Student Expectations:  
★ Be respectful  
★ Be responsible  
★ Come prepared  
★ Stay on task   
★ Always do your best 

  
Setting up your “office”: 
Students must have the following in class every day: 

★ pens (blue and black ink ONLY for assignments), pencils (sharpened) & paper 

★ the literature that we are currently reading / discussing & a free reading book of student’s choice 

★ a binder section that will be used specifically for this class  

★ student agenda (where you shall post your “hone”work. 

Outside Reading Books, Silent Sustained Reading, “Free” Reading:  
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The best way to improve your reading and speaking vocabulary is by reading. Hence, I will support “free 
reading” during the course of our studies. It is your responsibility to find books that are age appropriate, 
parent approved, and interesting for you to read in class.  A free reading book must be brought to class each 
day.  The purpose of “free reading” is to continue to hone your reading and vocabulary skills without having to 
annotate and analyze.  It is the moment where we swap books, share ideas and promote authors. We are a 
community of learners in the classroom and most students find this free reading time one of the highlights of 
their day—really!  
 
Technology & Devices: 

★ Remind.com: This is a texting tool that I will introduce to you.  It allows me to text you changes or 
updates in our daily plan.  You cannot respond to my text, but it does allow you to get the most current 
information from me.  Hurray!  

★ My website: www.chufo.org: I will be posting my information about all classes on my website to make 
access to your homework easier.   

★ I love technology when it’s not a distraction.  Anything that has a power button must be turned off 
during class time unless I give you specific permission to use it for educational purposes.  

 
Plagiarism/Cheating: 
This behavior is unacceptable and grounds for a referral and a zero without the chance to make up an 
assignment or test. (See SDUHSD Academic Honesty Policy for more information). 
Food and Drink: 
Students are asked to refrain from chewing gum in the classroom. (Water bottles and discreet snacks are 
okay) If snacks prove to be a distraction I reserve the right to remove this privilege.  My hope is that we don’t.  
 
HONEwork – That’s not a typo – there is intention and purpose for homework; we are honing our brains  to 
better versions of ourselves.  
 

★ Homework assignments, including projects, are due at the beginning of class for full credit.  
★ If you are absent, work due the day you were absent is due the day you return.  
★ Students are expected to check in with the teacher, with another student in class, or with the class 

website BEFORE they return from an absence to be sure they are up to date on the work and the 
reading.  

★ Assignments submitted late will be marked down one letter grade for each day they are late.  
 
Attendance:  

★ Come to class.  Woohoo! Attendance is critical in this class. Class participation is vital to demonstrate 

understanding of the various concepts we will cover. Excessive absences are cause for concern and 

parent contact.  

★ If students have an unexcused absence or arrive tardy they may NOT make up the work they missed.  

Make-Ups & Grading 
Make-ups for tests, quizzes, projects, (etc.) are the responsibility of the student. Come and find me before or 
after class to make an appointment for a make-up test/quiz.  
 
Grades will be based on a variety of assignments including: notes, tests, homework, journals, projects, class 
discussions and participation, independent reading, speeches, quizzes and essays. 

A= 90-100%     B= 80-89%     C= 70-79%     D= 60-69% 
 

http://chufo.org/


I look forward to a successful year with you. If you need additional help or need to talk, I am available after 

school by appointment or via e-mail. We will work together to make this a productive and exciting first year!  

Lastly. . . 

Dear students & parents, as a confirmation that you have read and understood this syllabus, please  

fill out this brief contract. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/a/sduhsd.net/forms/d/1YbMhqlEqHFFzrRfMwFCkbl8XXowfRo71tcCGBDJ2sX8/viewform

